October 1st, 2000

Hi Gavin

Got an e-mail from Leonie yesterday. In it, she says that you are now in Tunisia and enjoying it. She also says she is envious of you being there. So am I! It is a place that I would like to go to but it is a bit out of the way to get there. Guess one would go the Rome from HK then fly across to Tunis. Anyway, hope you are having a good time. Leonie also mentioned that she finally got ‘residency, which means that her fees are about US$3500 cheaper each quarter. Did she tell you that she, Nadine (and I think Adam) are coming to HK in december? 

You probably heard of the ferry disasters in Greece. On the news today there was a report of a ferry running aground on Naxos, bringing the number of accidents to three in five days! Hard to believe. Actually it was a yacht and not a ferry!

The other day in South-East China there was another big explosion at a coal mine. Nearly 200 miners killed. Only about 40 rescued. China has the world’s worst safety record for coal mines with about 10 000 fatalities a year! 

In Hong Kong, I may have mentioned that a jockey fell off a horse in a race at Shatin last weekend. Was in a coma for several days and dies the other day. An expat ballistics expert in the police force was arrested last week for corruption. He is alleged to have received kick backs in return for purchasing bullet proof vests which have turned out to be deficient and rather ineffective. In Kam Tin the other day, close to the Sek Kong military barracks, about 10 tons of fireworks were seized. People from surrounding village houses were evacuated while the fireworks were removed. Many would have been hurt had they gone up. This was possible especially as there was evidence of people having had a barbecue in the building!

Today is October 1st – China’s National day, and also Nana’s birthday. A big demonstration in Beijing by Fa Lung Kung followers in Tian An Men Square. As many people were waiting for the raising of the flab, about 1000 followers unfurled banners. Police were rather brutal in arresting all the people concerned. Tomorrow is a public holiday because National Day falls on a Sunday. 


The closing ceremony of the Olympic Games is getting underway about now after 16 days of games. I haven’t been following the games too closely though. Guess you haven’t either. Or do you get TV on the boat? 


I remember telling you that nana said Christ’s College is getting a new principal. Checked on their Internet web site and that doesn’t seem to be the case. My guess is that she is thinking of the change a few years ago when the previous principal left. 


Nothing else I can think of to write about. Again few entries in my diary. Thinking of you. 

Cheers.

Dad
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